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European Approach for Quality 
Assurance of Joint Programmes

A framework to streamline

external QA of Joint Programmes 

across the European Higher 

Education Area
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European Approach for Quality 
Assurance of Joint Programmes

To make things easier – To solve problems!

Why Was It Developed?

- Diversified requirements for external QA  - multiple 

national procedures for joint programmes – mapping 

of various standards & requirements – view on parts 

& pieces but not on the whole joint programme 

- Consequence: Duplication, high costs, and 

bureaucracy

- Solution: A single QA procedure recognized across the 

EHEA
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European Approach for Quality 
Assurance of Joint Programmes

- Bologna Ministerial Communiqués in Bucharest 

2012

- “[…] We encourage higher education institutions to further 

develop joint programmes and degrees as part of a wider 

EHEA approach. We will examine national rules and practices 

relating to joint programmes and degrees as a way to 

dismantle obstacles to cooperation and mobility embedded in 

national contexts. […]”

- […] in particular, we will aim to recognise quality assurance 

decisions of EQAR -registered agencies on joint and double 

degree programmes […].

- Mandate to develop a “European Approach”

- Handled by two working groups: Structural Reforms and 

Internationalisation/Mobility

Who Developed It? Where did it start? 
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European Approach for Quality 
Assurance of Joint Programmes

- Endorsed with the Bologna Ministerial 

Communiqués in Yerevan 2015, May 20215

“[…] I. Policy measures adopted

- the revised Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the 

European Higher Education Area (ESG)

- the European Approach for Quality Assurance of Joint Programmes

- the revised ECTS Users’ Guide, as an official EHEA document […]”

-
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European Approach for Quality 
Assurance of Joint Programmes

- Bologna Ministerial Communiqués in Tirana 2024, 

May 2024

“[…] The application of the ESG promotes trust and transparency 

within and between higher education systems and facilitates 

accountability and enhancement. To keep them in line with ongoing 

developments, challenges and expectations, we invite the authors5 

of the ESG to propose a revised version by 2026 to the BFUG, to be 

adopted by us at our 2027 Ministerial conference, as well as an 

adjustment, where required, of the European Approach for Quality 

Assurance of Joint Programmes. […]”
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European Approach – Key idea 

TIPP: https://impea.eu/understanding-ea/
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European Approach - Core Principles

- For joint programmes involving at 

least two EHEA countries (or 

beyond) 

- National legislation must allow the 

use of the European Approach & the 

development & implementation of 

joint programmes (not yet 

everywhere ...) 

- Agreed methodology! One agency / 

recognition of decisions taken

- - Common terms - common 

terminology

“Joint programmes” are understood 

as an integrated curriculum 

coordinated and offered jointly by 

different higher education institutions 

from EHEA countries1, and leading to 

double/multiple degrees2 or a joint 

degree3.

1. This proposal relates only to joint programmes offered jointly 

by higher education institutions from two or more countries,

and does not address the quality assurance of programmes 

delivered jointly by different institutions from a single country.

2. Separate degrees awarded by higher education institutions offering

the joint programme attesting the successful completion of this

programme. (If two degrees are awarded by two institutions, this is a

'double degree').

3. A single document awarded by higher education institutions offering

the joint programme and nationally acknowledged as the recognised

award of the joint programme.
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EHEA Tools - European Approach for 
Quality Assurance
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- Qualification Framework for the European Higher Education Area (QF-

EHEA)

- Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the EHEA (ESG)

- European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)

- Lisbon Recognition Convention

- Consideration of specifics of joint programs - e.g. cooperation 

agreements, joint implementation 
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EHEA Tools - European Approach for 
Quality Assurance
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European Approach is an external 

quality assurance procedure for a 

joint programme.

Consortia can choose an external 

quality assurance agency 

registered in EQAR

The focus is not on parts of the 

consortium partners, but on the 

joint programme as a whole.

Decision made by one QAA 

should be recognised/enforced in 

all countries where the joint 

programme is offered.
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… EHEA countries 

introduced their own 

definitions of a joint 

programme. … European 

Approach is still 

constrained by individual 

EHEA countries' specific 

eligibility requirements.. … 

… EQAR’s knowledge base:

https://www.eqar.eu/kb/joint-

programmes/national-implementation/

https://www.eqar.eu/kb/joint-programmes/national-implementation/


AQ Austria / www.aq.ac.at / 13.05.2025 Seite 15

https://www.eqar.eu/kb/joint-programmes/

https://impea.eu/

https://impea.eu/guide-for-qa-

procedure/

https://impea.eu/guide-for-self-evaluation-

report/

Knowledge Base-
European Approach for 
Quality Assurance

https://impea.eu/
https://impea.eu/guide-for-qa-procedure/
https://impea.eu/guide-for-self-evaluation-report/
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Procedure - European Approach for 
Quality Assurance
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0. Consortium seeks an EQAR-registered QA agency

1. Self-Evaluation Report [ESG 2.3]

2. Review Panel [ESG 2.3 & 2.4] – add Experience with HEI systems of cooperation 

partners, language skills, experience with joint programmes

3. Site Visit [ESG 2.3] - Interviews with representatives of all cooperation partners at one 

location 

4. Review Report [ESG 2.3 & 2.6]

5. Formal Outcomes and Decision [ESG 2.5] - six years, recognised and entered 

into force in all participating countries

6. Appeals [ESG 2.7]

7. Reporting [ESG 2.6]

8. Follow-up [ESG 2.3]

9. Periodicity [ESG 1.10]
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European Approach 

accreditation/evaluation

Finalization and Timeline: 

Agreement on the final timeline and 

completion of the agreement.

*

Self-Documentation: Submission 

of self-documentation by the 

consortium

*

Feedback from AQ Austria on 

completeness and 

comprehensibility:  

supplementary information provided 

by the consortium if necessary.

*

Expert Selection: Search and 

nomination of experts by AQ 

Austria.

*

Final Documentation: Submission 

of the final self-documentation to the 

appointed review panel.

*

Site Visit: Conduct of a site visit at  

lead partner HEI

*

Draft Report: The consortium 

reviews the draft report for factual 

accuracy (maximum two weeks) & 

Finalization of Report: 

Incorporation of corrections, with 

additional feedback from the 

consortium if applicable.

*

Board Decision & Publication of 

the review panel report and the 

board decision on the consortium 

website.

Depending avalability of review 

panel and final agreement on site 

visit: Decision in June / or latest 

September

* *

Juli

(month 7)

August

(month 8)

September

(month 9)

Jänner

(month 1)

Februar

(month 2)

März

(month 3)

April

(month 4)

Mai

(month 5)

Juni

(month 6)
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Standards for Quality Assurance of Joint 
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Standard 1 Eligibility (1.1 –1.3)

1.1 Status, official recognition – HS

1.2 Joint development/implementation

1.3 Cooperation agreement, responsibilities, degrees 

giving & awarding, admission & assessment & examination 

organisation, quality assurance, financing, mobilities, 

Standard 2 Learning Outcomes (2.1 –2.4)

Standard 3 Study Programmes (3.1 – 3.3)

Standard 4 Admission and Recognition (4.1 – 4.2)

Standard 5 Learning, Teaching and Assessment (5.1 – 5.2)

Standard 6 Student Support

Standard 7 Resources (7.1 – 7.2)

Standard 8 Transparency and Documentation

Standard 9 Internal Quality Assurance (ESG 1.1 + Teil 1)

ESG 1.1 Policy for Quality Assurance; [Design and approval of programmes; Student-centered

Learning, Teaching and Assessment; Student Admission, Progression Recognition and Certification; Teaching 

staff; Learning resources an student support; Information Management; Public Information; On-going 

monitoring and periodic review of programmes; Cyclical External Quality Assurance]
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- The European Approach supports the development & implementation of 

joint programmes & cooperation across borders by simplifying (external) 

quality assurance

- The European Approach is a methodology to facilitate quality assurance of 

joint programmes - a single external QA procedure: 

- Only one EQAR registered QA agency needs to carry out the evaluation.

- The European Approach is fully based on these common EHEA tools.

- The European Approach focuses on programme quality rather than on 

national legal or administrative requirements.

- The European Approach is a trust-based approach: fostering mutual trust in 

national QA agencies across the EHEA.
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The European Higher Education Area in 2024: Bologna Process Implementation Report ", 

EHEA Ministerial Conference 2024, May 2024 ⇨ Chapter 2.3.5. The European Approach to 

the Quality Assurance of Joint Programmes in the EHEA page 87ff

https://ehea.info/Download/02.%20the-european-higher-education-area-in-2024-

EC0224018ENN.pdf

EHEA Ministerial Conference, Bucharest 2012 (- Bucharest Communiqué, May 2012 

https://ehea.info/Upload/document/ministerial_declarations/Bucharest_Communique_2012

_610673.pdf )

EHEA Ministerial Conference, Yerevan 2015 (- Yerevan Communiqué, May 2015 

https://ehea.info/media.ehea.info/file/2015_Yerevan/70/7/YerevanCommuniqueFinal_6137

07.pdf )

EHEA Ministerial Conference, Paris 2018 (- Paris Communiqué, May 2018 -

https://ehea.info/Upload/document/ministerial_declarations/EHEAParis2018_Communique

_final_952771.pdf )

EHEA Ministerial Conference, Tirana 2024 (- Tirana Communiqué, May 2024 -

https://ehea.info/Immagini/Tirana-Communique.pdf )

https://ehea.info/Download/02.%20the-european-higher-education-area-in-2024-EC0224018ENN.pdf
https://ehea.info/Upload/document/ministerial_declarations/Bucharest_Communique_2012_610673.pdf
https://ehea.info/media.ehea.info/file/2015_Yerevan/70/7/YerevanCommuniqueFinal_613707.pdf
https://ehea.info/Upload/document/ministerial_declarations/EHEAParis2018_Communique_final_952771.pdf
https://ehea.info/Immagini/Tirana-Communique.pdf
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Erasmus Mundus Design Measures (EMDM) | Erasmus+ (europa.eu)

… They support the design of high-level and integrated study programmes, at master level. Joint 

programmes are designed and delivered by an international partnership of HEIs. Additionally, they 

may involve other educational and/or non-educational partners with specific expertise and interest 

in the area of study. ….

Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters | Erasmus+ (europa.eu)

…. EMJM are high-level and integrated study programmes, at master level. They are designed and 

delivered by an international partnership of higher education institutions (HEI). They involve at 

least three HEI from three different countries, of which at least two must be EU Member States 

and third countries associated to the Programme (previously called Programme Countries).

By supporting these jointly recognised Master degrees, the EU aims at fostering excellence and 

internationalisation of the participating institutions. There are also scholarships for students to take 

part in these prestigious programmes; the masters themselves offer them to the best-ranked 

applicants worldwide. ….

European Universities initiative | European Education Area (europa.eu)

…. European Universities are transnational alliances that will lead the way towards the universities 

of the future, promoting European values and identity, and revolutionising the quality and 

competitiveness of European higher education.

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/opportunities/opportunities-for-organisations/cooperation-among-organisations-and-institutions/erasmus-mundus-design-measures-emdm
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/opportunities/opportunities-for-organisations/cooperation-among-organisations-and-institutions/erasmus-mundus-joint-masters
https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/european-universities-initiative
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Questions?
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Contact:

Maria E. Weber

Franz-Klein-Gasse 5/4

1190 Wien

Mobile: +43 664 780 422 65

maria.weber@aq.ac.at

www.aq.ac.at
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